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ECONOMY, TAXATION & FINANCE

1 LIBERAL NATIONAL PARTY

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to deregister “Aussie Farms” as a Charity or Deductible Gift Recipient due to 
the threat it presents to Australian agriculture and its biosecurity measures.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Government notes that the ACNC revoked the charity registration of Aussie Farms Inc, effective 18 November 2019. 

Status: Noted 

2 WESTERN AUSTRALIA

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to allow employers to obtain a 100 per cent tax deduction for paying off all 
or part of their employees’ education debt.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
Employers 
Allowing employers to deduct the cost of paying off an employee’s education debt would effectively increase the level of Government 
support provided for tertiary education, which is already heavily subsidised.

It does this by effectively allowing employees to pay off their debt using pre-tax income (because the repayment is made by the 
employer on their behalf), whereas it is normally repaid from post-tax income. However, only individuals with a willing employer would 
be able to enjoy this benefit. If the Government wanted to provide more support for tertiary education it would be better to use policies 
that provided more uniform access to the benefit. 

Employees – deductions for education expenses 
Currently, a tax deduction is allowed for, and generally limited to, expenses incurred in gaining or producing assessable income. 
Education and training expenses incurred that are not related to earning a salary or wage in current employment are not tax 
deductible. This includes expenses incurred to find new employment or expenses incurred prior to an individual’s current employment.

For employees, generally deductible education and training expenses can include course or tuition fees, costs for textbooks and 
stationery, depreciation of certain assets (such as laptops) and certain travel expenses to a place of education. 

Expenses that are not deductible for individuals undertaking study include student contributions towards Commonwealth supported 
places (CSPs) at universities (which are already subsidised by the Government), repayments of Higher Education Loan Program (HELP) 
loans, home office occupancy expenses (such as rent, mortgage interest or rates) and reimbursed costs. 

In the 2020-21 Budget, the Government announced that it would consult on a proposal to allow individuals to deduct education and 
training expenses they incur where the expense is not related to their current employment. Consultation occurred over December 
2020 – January 2021. The Government is currently considering its response to the feedback received through the consultation 
process.

Employers providing education benefits – Fringe Benefits Tax 
When an employee receives a fringe benefit (such as repayment, reimbursement or salary packaging of student education debt 
provided by their employer) it is subject to fringe benefits tax (FBT), which is levied on the employer. Under the FBT system, fringe 
benefits are not taxed at an employee’s marginal tax rate, but are instead taxed at the top marginal tax rate plus the Medicare Levy. 
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FBT applies to all employers, including Government, and is designed to be as inclusive as possible in the coverage of benefits received 
by employees in respect of employment, whether received in cash or otherwise. Generally where costs are subject to FBT, these costs 
are usually tax deductible for the employer, however there are some exceptions to this rule.

Currently, employers incurring, reimbursing or salary packaging expenses for education and training provided to employees that is 
related to their current employment are generally not liable for FBT on those benefits. 

If an employer pays for an employee’s education expenses, FBT may apply depending on the circumstances. For example, FBT 
will apply if the employer repays an employee’s HELP debt (even if it is work related because the deduction is specifically denied). 
Similarly, repayments of an existing education debt would likely attract FBT as the expenses are generally not deductible to the 
employee. 

Status: Noted

3 WESTERN AUSTRALIA

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to increase Zone Tax Offsets for eligible residents in remote areas  
of Australia. 

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Zone Tax Offset (ZTO) is a non-refundable tax offset available to taxpayers residing in specified geographic ‘zones’. It is intended 
to recognise the disadvantages of isolation, harsh climate and the additional costs of living in these areas. 

Some individuals on lower incomes do not have tax liabilities. As such, this group of people do not benefit from non-refundable tax 
offsets such as the ZTO.

The Productivity Commission (PC) released a report in February 2020, which found that the ZTO is poorly-targeted and ineffective as 
an incentive to reside in regional Australia. The Government announced that it would not act on the PC’s recommendations, which 
included abolishing the ZTO, on the basis of the significant disruption this would cause. 

For these reasons, it would be preferable for any additional support for those in regional areas to be delivered through direct 
assistance rather than the tax system. 

Status: Noted

4 FEDERAL YOUNG NATIONALS

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to gradually roll back the fuel excise tax.

Outcome: Lost

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
Fuel excise is the primary source of road-related revenue, and an important mechanism to continue funding vital road infrastructure. 
The fuel excise acts as a proxy road user charge, recovering costs from users and for the impact they impose on Australia’s roads 
infrastructure. 

Fuel tax, calculated by litres of fuel, is collected from fuel importers and domestic producers. Fuel tax is then reflected in the price paid 
for fuel at the pump. The fuel tax credit aims to mitigate any negative impact to businesses from requiring fuel for business activity. 
Eligible businesses purchasing fuel for use in business activities can claim a credit from the Australian Taxation Office equivalent to the 
rate per litre paid in fuel excise. The rebates provided by fuel tax credits only equate to the amount of tax previously paid on the fuel, 
eliminating most of the impacts of the tax. 
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Heavy vehicles (those with a gross vehicle mass greater than 4.5 tonnes) travelling on a public road used in carrying on a business 
are currently entitled to the full fuel tax credit rate minus a road user charge. The road user charge represents a partial recovery of 
the costs associated with maintaining the road network. The road user charge is set by an annual determination by the Minister for 
Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development.

In the case of the fuel market, fuel tax impacts the price of petrol, diesel and other fuels. Without a rebate for fuel tax paid, this price 
impact would make business activities more costly (and therefore some business activities unprofitable). 

As at the 2020-21 Budget, the forecast tax receipts for fuel excise and equivalent customs duty in 2020-21 are $19.2 billion. After 
accounting for Fuel Tax Credits and the Road User Charge, the net gain to the Budget is expected to be $13.4 billion. 

Status: Noted

DEFENCE & VETERAN AFFAIRS

5 LIBERAL NATIONAL PARTY

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to implement a Pacific air patrol scheme to complement the Pacific patrol 
boat scheme.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The 2020 Defence Strategic Update prioritises Defence’s engagement in the Indo-Pacific to build on Australia’s investments in the 
Pacific and ensure the continuing effectiveness of our Pacific Step-up. Defence’s contribution to the Australian Government’s Pacific 
Step-up builds on our enduring engagement with countries in the Pacific and our shared and abiding interest in the promotion of 
sovereignty, stability, security and prosperity in the region.

The government agrees with the intent of this motion. However the Government already has aerial surveillance in place to complement 
our Pacific patrol support to the region. The Pacific Maritime Security Program (PMSP) is a comprehensive program of capability, 
infrastructure, sustainment, training and coordination designed to increase regional maritime security for Pacific Island nations and 
Timor-Leste. The PMSP is a commitment of AUD $2 billion over 30 years to the Pacific region. It includes: 21 Guardian-class Patrol 
Boats for 12 Pacific nations and Timor Leste; Region-wide contracted aerial surveillance for Pacific nations; and Enhancements to 
regional coordination and communication. Aerial surveillance is available at request, subject to Pacific travel restrictions. Aircraft 
recently completed surveillance missions in Solomon Islands, Samoa, Tokelau and Palau. 

Status: Underway

6 LIBERAL NATIONAL PARTY

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to raise defence spending commitment to at least 2.2% of GDP. 

Outcome: Lost
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7 FEDERAL YOUNG NATIONALS

That this Federal Council calls on the Minister for Veterans Affairs to review the processes around the DVA issued Health Cards with a 
view to:

a. ensuring that veterans have personal contact with a case officer; and 
b. increasing the number of organisations that accept DVA issued health cards through a targeted engagement strategy.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE:
a. ensuring that veterans have personal contact with a case officer. 
The majority of Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) clients are able to navigate DVA services and supports independently and 
successfully.  However, the Government recognises that some veterans require additional assistance to navigate and access support, 
particularly those with more complex health or psychosocial circumstances.  

Accordingly, the Government has invested in a comprehensive suite of programs which provides case management support and a 
single point of contact is provided to those with complex needs.  Intensive support is available to those with complex and multiple 
needs, including dedicated case managers to coordinate access to clinical care and facilitate access to DVA and other community-
based support services.  

Case managers have specific expertise, including trained health clinicians and claims processing experts, to ensure that veterans’ can 
easily access treatment and other supports.  

In addition, there are Veteran Support Officers (VSO) on more than 55 Australian Defence Force (ADF) bases across Australia.  A VSO 
provides ADF members with individualised support and assistance with accessing entitlements through DVA.

The Government has invested heavily in reforms to the transition process.  This includes a $6.4 million investment to ensure that any 
veteran in an identified ‘at-risk’ cohort (i.e. veterans under 30 who are involuntarily discharging) are able to access coordinated client 
support.  

Every member leaving the ADF is automatically issued with a DVA White Card which provides free, lifetime access to a comprehensive 
range of mental health treatment and support for any mental health condition, regardless of whether it was related to service.

In addition, the Government has introduced a nation-wide network of veteran and family Peer Workers who bring a lived experience of 
mental health recovery and military service who can promote early engagement and a bridge to clinical services. 

b. increasing the number of organisations that accept DVA issued health cards through a targeted engagement strategy. 
The Government is committed to ensuring veterans and their families are able to access the care and support they need, when and 
where they need it.  Each year, the Government spends more than $4 billion to ensure the veteran community can access a wide 
variety of health treatment and community based care. 

In the last Budget, the Government invested more than $100 million to increase fees for a range of mental health providers, ensuring 
that fees remain competitive and are not a barrier to veterans’ accessing treatment.

The Government continually engages with health providers and peak bodies through a range of channels to ensure they understand 
DVA’s health care arrangements and the services and support available to veterans and their families.  For example, throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic, DVA wrote directly to more than 20,000 General Practitioners to ensure they were aware of telehealth 
arrangements that were available to their veteran clients and other initiatives developed in response to COVID-19.

Notwithstanding this, in Australia, health care providers in private practice are free to choose how to run their business, including 
whether or not to provide treatment under DVA arrangements, or whether to charge non-DVA patients a co-payment in order to 
maximise their income.

The Government acknowledges the thousands of providers treating DVA clients who recognise the service and contribution of veterans 
and their families to the defence of this nation.
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In 2019-20, more than 113,000 health care providers across Australia provided hospital, medical, dental and allied health services to 
veterans and their families.

Over the period 2014-15 to 2018-19, there has been an increase in providers for dental, exercise physiology, occupational therapy, 
physiotherapy, psychiatry, and general practice. 

The growing provider numbers suggest DVA clients have good access to health providers.  However, there may be areas of poor 
access, especially in rural areas. 

This reflects the low number of providers in rural areas, which is a problem endemic to the general health system.

Where a member of the veteran community is having difficulties locating a health care provider, they can contact DVA who will assist 
them in identifying alternative arrangements.  This can include funding transport to alternative providers or paying above standard 
rates where there is a valid clinical justification.

Status: Delivered

EDUCATION, TRAINING & RESEARCH

8 NEW SOUTH WALES

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to review the price structures for university courses.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
Our Job Ready Graduates package is focused on Australian students. It ensures that more Australians will get the opportunity to study 
for a university degree, makes it cheaper to study in areas of expected job growth, and provides more support to regional students and 
universities. 

Starting from 1 January this year, the reforms ensure that:

•  There will be more university places for Australian students, growing to 100,000 additional places in 10 years.

•   Regional students and universities will benefit from additional support worth more than $400 million, including access to a $5,000 
Tertiary Access Payment to help with relocation costs.

•   Students will pay less to study in areas of expected future job demand, with discounted fees for teaching, nursing, clinical 
psychology, English, languages, agriculture, maths, science, health, architecture, environmental science, information technology and 
engineering.

•   A $900 million National Priorities and Industry Linkage Fund will support universities to work more closely with local industry to 
produce job-ready graduates.

 To be able to support Australians through the COVID-19 pandemic and boost the economy’s recovery, the higher education system 
needed to adapt. We have seen an increase in demand for higher education, as was expected during an economic slowdown, as 
students seek job relevant skills to help them enter and re-enter the workforce. 

Changes to Commonwealth Grant Scheme (CGS) cluster funding and student contribution rates apply from the 2021 academic year. 
These have been simplified to make Government funding for universities clearer, simpler and more sustainable. The redesigned 
funding better aligns with the costs of delivering teaching and scholarship. Any savings created through this redesign have been 
reinvested in other elements of the package.
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Overall, the Government continues to pay more than half of the costs of Commonwealth supported places (CSPs), with funding 
prioritised to the areas of high public benefit and those most needed by the labour market. This year, around 60 per cent of 
commencing students will see a reduction (or no change) in their contributions. Students who were enrolled in a CSP in an ongoing 
course before 1 January 2021 will be grandfathered so they pay either the new lower rates or previous rates.

Students enrolling in 2021 will continue to have access to the course of their choice without upfront cost barriers under Australia’s 
world leading higher education funding model. Under the Higher Education Loan Program (HELP), no student needs to pay anything up 
front and student loans are only repaid when the student is earning over $46,620 (in 2020 21). Access to HELP is not determined by 
age, income or background and means that eligible students can participate in higher education without the barrier of upfront fees. In 
addition, there is a new incentive to repay student contributions as students eligible for HECS-HELP will receive a 10 per cent discount 
on upfront payments of $500 or more. 

The reforms respond to the National Regional, Rural and Remote Tertiary Education Strategy (Napthine Review). They seek to bridge 
the gap in attainment rates between regional and remote students, and metropolitan students; drive productivity for the regions; and 
bolster the research capacity of regional universities. CSP funding will be available to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students 
from regional areas, upon admission to a non-medical bachelor course at their university of choice. 

The Budget also provided $550 million for 12,000 extra university places and 50,000 short course places for Australians to upskill 
or reskill. This funding will support students, and the recently unemployed, to undertake higher education and ultimately position our 
nation and workforce to recover from the economic downturn. Australians will be able to retrain and upskill in national priority areas 
including teaching, health, science, information technology and agriculture.

The Government committed to a review of the operations of the Job-ready package 18 months from commencement.

Status: Delivered

9 WOMEN’S FEDERAL COUNCIL

That this Federal Council urges the Federal Government to commence an urgent enquiry into the Australian Skills Quality Authority 
(ASQA), the regulator of Vocational Education and Training (VET), focusing on practices that are causing business closures, excessive 
litigation and the decline of business confidence in the training sector.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
•   The Liberal National Government is committed to a strong vocational education and training (VET) sector that delivers high quality 

training to students. 

•   The Government supports ASQA in taking regulatory action where RTOs are non-compliant with the VET Quality Framework and 
where the issues have a serious impact on students, for example removing poor quality providers who benefited from Labor’s failed 
VET FEE-HELP scheme.  

•   The VET sector should not tolerate provider practices that can jeopardise our reputation for high-quality, industry-relevant VET 
training.

•   It is critical for ASQA to follow standard regulatory procedures so that RTOs are afforded the principles of natural justice, and 
decisions are supported by sound evidence.

•   But we do not want to see RTOs punished where the quality of training is not the issue of regulatory concern. 

•   Both major VET reviews commissioned by the Government (Joyce and Braithwaite) have made it clear that reforms to ASQA are 
required to support improvements to the quality of training. 

•   This is why the Government is undertaking significant reform to support ASQA as a modern and effective regulator capable of 
fostering excellence across the sector.

•   As part of these reforms, the Government committed $18.1 million in October last year for a suite of measures to enhance ASQA’s 
engagement with the sector and ensure its regulatory approach is fair, transparent and effective. 
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•   These reforms were progressed initially through a rapid review of ASQA’s governance, regulatory approach and culture. The findings 
and recommendations from the review have informed a longer-term program of improvements.

•   In addition, the ASQA rapid review identified the need for changes to ASQA’s governance arrangements to ensure it is well placed to 
meet the high demands placed on it as the National VET regulator.

•   As the incoming CEO of ASQA, Ms Saxon Rice will perform the role of National VET Regulator to be more consistent with that of the 
head of an agency, including leading the long- and short-term strategy and making top-level management decisions that determine 
the objectives, resources and policies of ASQA.

Status: Noted

10. PPR

That this Federal Council:
a. notes recent concerns about the ‘replication crisis’ or ‘reproducibility crisis’ in science and revelations that almost 250 

scientific papers - some associated with the country’s most reputable universities - have been found to be compromised; and
b. calls on the Federal Government to establish an independent Science Quality Assurance Agency to provide quality assurance 

and verification of scientific papers which are used to influence, formulate, or determine public policy.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
Australian research and its integrity and quality processes are recognised as of a high standard internationally.

•   The Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research and its associated guides provide a very robust framework to ensure 
research integrity in Australia. We don’t believe the establishment of a “watchdog” or another layer of bureaucracy would serve the 
cause of science quality.

•  The Liberal and Nationals Government will always advocate for robust science and data integrity.  

•  That’s what our Australian scientific community prides itself on and it’s a badge of honour.

•  Instances of deliberate research misconduct are very rare at much less than 1% of publications.

•  However, we have an obligation to remain vigilant and ensure that we have a robust system of scientific enquiry. 

•  That’s why research quality was identified as a topic to be looked at by the National Science and Technology Council.

•   All good science welcomes enquiry and scrutiny. That’s what the Code and associated guides ensure, as well as the system of peer 
review

Status: Underway

11 WESTERN AUSTRALIA

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to offer greater support to apprentices by increasing the Living Away from 
Home Allowance.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
•   The Liberal Nationals Government has made significant investment throughout the pandemic of around $4 billion to save the jobs of 

thousands of apprentices and create new apprenticeship opportunities. 

•   The Government provides a range of supports to apprentices to manage their costs whilst undertaking their training, including Trade 
Support Loans and a Living Away from Home Allowance. 

•   The Government is working with States and Territories to reform how vocational education is funded and including how our 
apprenticeship system can be improved. 
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•   This work includes where Commonwealth incentives and supports to apprentices can be enhanced to encourage greater 
participation in apprenticeships particularly in regional areas.

Status: Underway

12 FEDERAL YOUNG NATIONALS

That this Federal Council acknowledges the findings of the recently released Productivity Commission review into ‘demand-driven 
university places’ and calls on the Federal Government to:
a. investigate options to ensure a variety of viable employment options and/or vocational training is available to young rural and 

regional people; 
b. work with universities and relevant industry groups to develop and implement a practical strategy to provide greater academic 

support to students to mitigate the risk of dropouts. 
Outcome: Amended / Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
•   The Liberal Nationals Government has stood with rural and regional Australia through its most difficult times and we are putting in 

place the investments to ensure they emerge stronger and more resilient from the COVID-19 pandemic.

•   Rural and regional Australia produces our nation’s most valuable exports, supplies our energy, and makes up some of our most 
attractive tourist destinations.

•   With over 32% of the workforce in New South Wales, and over 50% of the workforce in Tasmania and Queensland being located in 
our regions- our $74 billion JobMaker Plan is an investment in regional Australia and most importantly regional jobs. 

•   According to research by the National Skills Commission – 51% of the 260,000 resources jobs are in regional areas – over 40% of 
these workers have a VET qualification. 

•   31% of manufacturing jobs are in regional areas – with over 35% of workers holding a VET qualification. 

•   And 83% of agricultural jobs are in the regions, with 1 in 2 workers in the sector self-employed, running their own businesses. 

•   As part of our JobMaker Plan – the Government is putting in place around $7 billion in skills and training initiatives, over $4 billion 
in employment programs, and over $31.6 billion in tax incentives to help businesses in these sectors invest in their workforce, their 
equipment, and their businesses and employ more Australians. 

•   Our Supporting Apprentices and Trainees Wage Subsidy has provided crucial support to our regional apprentices and small 
businesses through the pandemic.

•   In remote and regional Australia – the SAT subsidy has helped keep nearly 43,000 apprentices and trainees in work in over 23,500 
small businesses.

•   As we emerge from the pandemic – our Boosting Apprenticeship Commencements wage subsidy has already supported 100,000 
new apprenticeships and traineeships in only 5 months. 

•   Our extension of the BAC subsidy will encourage even more businesses to take on an apprentice or trainee and support a new 
generation of skilled workers.

Status: Delivered
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PRIMARY INDUSTRY, FOOD SECURITY & WATER

13 NEW SOUTH WALES, PPR

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to:
a. recognise the regime of water flows in the Murray Darling Basin have significantly changed since the Murray Darling Basin 

Plan was enacted;
b. review the volume of water required to achieving environmental outcomes set out in the Murray Darling Basin Plan;
c. review the science that established that the South Australian Lower Lakes were historically fresh water;
d. examine any option that could enable more water to be made available to agriculture in the Murray Darling Basin

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Morrison / McCormack Coalition Government acknowledges that numerous studies have identified changes to the flow regime 
and the consequential negative impacts on water availability throughout the Murray Darling Basin. 

The delicate balance of water flows and availability is ever-changing and must be monitored and considered by all decision-makers. It 
is appropriate to evaluate whether the settings in the Basin Plan on the balance between consumptive and non-consumptive users of 
water are still appropriate.

The Federal Government owes it to Basin communities to balance the best science and community expectations in any future review 
of the Basin Plan.

Status: Underway

14 SOUTH AUSTRALIA

That this Federal Council congratulates all MDB States and the Australian Government for their statement of continued commitment to 
the implementation of the Murray Darling Basin Plan at the recent CoAG meeting on 9 August 2019. Whilst recognising the impacts 
of the unrelenting drought, this Council also recognises that the long-term future sustainability of regional communities in the Murray 
Darling Basin is critical to regional Australia and calls on the Federal National Party to stay the course to implement the Basin Plan.

Outcome: Amended / Lost

15 PPR

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to conduct an immediate review of the Federal Environment and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 so as to reinvest in the principle of private property for landowners and remove excessive caveats that divested 
farmers of their proper rights of farm management. 

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
•   In January 2021 the Government tabled and released the report of the Independent Review of the EPBC Act, prepared by Professor 

Graeme Samuel AC.

•   The Government are committed to a staged program of reforms aligned with the EPBC Act Review, starting with: single touch 
approval processes, national environmental standards and rigorous assurance monitoring.

•   The Government have introduced into the Parliament two Bills to establish the central pillars recommended by the Review and 
deliver on this first phase of reform. 

•   The Streamlining Environmental Approvals Bill will ensure single touch approvals are legally robust and durable, which will reduce 
regulatory burden, create greater clarity for all parties, accelerate job-creating projects, promote economic activity and create 
certainty around environmental protections. 
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•   The Standards and Assurance Bill will enable legally enforceable national environmental standards to be made. It will also establish 
the Environment Assurance Commissioner to independently monitor and audit environmental approval systems, including the 
operation of single touch agreements and EPBC Act processes for making and enforcing approval decisions. 

•   At its meeting in December 2020, National Cabinet agreed the immediate priority was to pass legislation to enable streamlined 
approval processes and to develop National Environmental Standards that reflect the current requirements of the EPBC Act.

Status: Delivered

16 WESTERN AUSTRALIA

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to lead reform on the labelling requirements for non-animal related ‘milk’, 
‘meat’ and ‘fish’ products by removing the term ‘milk’, ‘meat’ and ‘fish’.

Outcome: Amended / Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
•   The Federal Government established an industry-led plant-based labelling working group in November 2020. The working group 

has been established to examine issues around the labelling of plant-based products and provide advice to government on potential 
solutions to make labelling more truthful and clear for consumers. 

•   The working group consists of stakeholders from the meat, dairy, manufacturing, plant-based and retail sectors. 

The Federal Government will consider the recommendations of the working group to inform potential future actions on the labelling of 
plant-based products

Status: Underway

17 SOUTH AUSTRALIA

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to provide for greater transparency around the trading of water in the 
Murray Darling Basin and to take steps to ensure that predatory pricing and speculation on water that adversely affects producers 
is stamped out. This Council holds that the ability of our producers to access water at a fair and market based price is vital to the 
ongoing health of our communities and that water is primarily a resource for land based production and not for corporate profit. 

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Morrison / McCormack Coalition Government supports any moves to improving transparency of water markets and ensuring they 
operative in an efficient, transparent and equitable manner.

This is why the Government is in the process of establishing a statutory Inspector-General of Water Compliance to restore trust, 
transparency and accountability in water usage and trading.

The ACCC has also just completed a major review of the water market in the Murray-Darling Basin. The Government is considering the 
recommendations made by the ACCC, with a view towards improving the operation, transparency and community confidence in the 
water market.

Status: Underway
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18 NEW SOUTH WALES

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to reinstate subsidies for the cost of Q Fever testing and vaccination. 

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
•   The Australian Government subsidises Q fever vaccine production and supply to the Australian market through the only global 

manufacturer, Seqirus Australia, a fully owned subsidiary of Australian pharmaceutical company CSL. 

•   As announced by the Prime Minister on 16 November 2020, the Australian Government has entered into a new $1 billion 
agreement with Seqirus. Under this agreement Seqirus will invest in the construction of a new world-class biotech manufacturing 
facility in Melbourne. 

•   This new facility will manufacture Q fever vaccine as well as vaccines against seasonal and pandemic influenza and antivenoms 
against Australian venomous creatures. 

•   The Australian Government agreement with Seqirus ensures continued onshore manufacture and provision of the Q fever vaccine 
until 2036. This ensures those at high risk of contracting Q fever have access to a vaccine for the foreseeable future.

•   Australia is the only country in the world that routinely uses the Q fever vaccine as part of its prevention efforts.

•   Without this government support, Seqirus would no longer produce the Q fever vaccine or skin test as they are not commercially 
viable products due to the low numbers of vaccine purchased.

•   In August 2020, the Minister for Regional Health Mark Coulton announced funding of $1.87 million for pre-clinical trials of a new Q 
fever vaccine.

Status: Delivered

19 PPR

That this Federal Council urges and encourages the Federal Government to build on the existing measures in place to assist those in 
Regional Australia managing through this severe drought. While the Farm Household Allowance payments, the Drought Future Fund, 
and other measures are welcome, Federal Council acknowledges that there is more to be done and calls on the Federal Government 
to give consideration to an additional round of drought assistance measures while this prolonged dry continues.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
•   The Federal Government has committed over $10 billion across the country to support our drought response. 

•   There are 26 drought assistance measures to support farmers and regional communities facing prolonged drought. 

•   In the 2020-21 budget, the Government announced a further $155.6 million to support drought impacted communities. 

•   This includes a further $50 million for the Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate, and $86 million to establish Drought Resilience 
and Adoption Hubs that support farmers, agriculture businesses and researcher develop new tools and Ag tech.

•   The Government will continue to do whatever it takes to support and invest people, and communities, impacted by drought. 

Status: Delivered
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FAMILIES, HEALTH & WELFARE

20 NEW SOUTH WALES

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to:
a. urgently facilitate specialist training entirely in regional facilities in psychiatry, palliative care, gerontology and general practice, 

through the Royal College of Physicians, and
b. make Medicare rebates available for qualified rural and remote counsellors to cover the cost of counselling appointments for 

mental illness.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
a. The Coalition Government appreciates the difficulty some rural communities face in attracting and retaining health professionals. 
The Nationals are committed to looking at new approaches to improve the capacity, quality and distribution of services to meet health 
needs in rural and regional Australia.  

Evidence shows that when you training in the regions you are more likely to stay, live and work in the regions. 

The Federal Government continues to invest in each stage of the rural medical training pipeline including for registrars completing 
their fellowships to specialise in general practice or other medical specialities.   

Work is underway on long-term medical workforce planning and reforms to the primary care system to consider practical approaches 
and more sustainable community health services, particularly in rural and remote areas.

b. The Australian Government has made mental health and suicide prevention a national priority and is ensuring Australians living in 
rural, regional and remote locations can access the mental health services they need.

The Government is investing an unprecedented $5.9 billion in mental health services and suicide prevention through the Health 
portfolio alone in 2020–21. 

The Government’s mental health reform agenda is being guided by the recommendations from the Productivity Commission’s Inquiry 
into Mental Health, advice from the Prime Minister’s National Suicide Prevention Adviser, and recommendations from the Medicare 
Benefits Schedule (MBS) Review. 

It will also take into account outcomes of relevant evaluations, including the forthcoming evaluation of the Better Access to 
Psychiatrists, Psychologists and General Practitioners through the Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS) (Better Access) initiative.

Status: Underway

21 WOMEN’S FEDERAL COUNCIL

That this Federal Council acknowledges the shortage of doctors in many Australian regional and remote communities and, in concert 
with the National Rural Generalist Pathway program, calls on the Federal Government to pursue measures to rectify this.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The primary issue of the health workforce in Australia is no longer a matter of undersupply, but of equitable distribution. 

Data over the past decade showing the rate of increase in GP numbers in Australia has been three times more than the population 
rate – particularly in our capital cities.

Addressing doctor shortages in rural areas is complex and requires a multifaceted approach.



14 2021 FEDERAL CONFERENCE

2019 MOTIONS
PARLIAMENTARY RESPONSES

Since 2013 the Coalition Government, and The Nationals in Government, have a strong record of delivering rural health policy 
and reforms that benefit rural communities, the rural workforce and training pipeline. This includes delivering on The Nationals 
commitment to establish the National Rural Generalist Pathway, a dedicated medical training pathway to attract and retain doctors 
who provide general practice plus other specialist services in rural and remote areas. 

Most recently, the Government has announced the establishment of the Rural Generalist Training Scheme which will enable up to 400 
general practitioners to train and work in rural, regional and remote Australia over the next four years. 

The Nationals in government continue to look at ways to improve the policy settings to grow the rural training pipeline, improve 
support for the rural workforce and to create the right mix of short, medium and long-term programs and incentives.

Status: Noted

22 NEW SOUTH WALES

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to maintain the pre- 30 June 2019 Federal funding for aged care facilities 
as introduced post March 2019, and urgently seek a review into the decrease in funding to apply from 1 July 2019.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
It was the Liberal and Nationals Government that initiated the Royal Commission into Aged Care matters, including the existing funding 
mechanisms and general service delivery. 

The Australian Government welcomes the Final Report from the Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety, which has been 
tabled in Parliament, noting its significant and sweeping proposals for reform of the aged care sector.

As a country it is important that we all acknowledge that we need to do more to ensure senior Australians are treated with respect, 
care and dignity and have access to quality care as they age.

The Royal Commission’s Final Report recognises the immense effort of our nurses and carers but also brings the challenges of aged 
care services into clear focus. The Government is committed to transforming aged care and the Royal Commission’s monumental 
report, with 148 recommendations, delivers a challenging, but achievable road to reform.

The Australian Government is continuing to drive reforms with additional funding of $452.2 million to address immediate priorities in 
the sector.

These immediate steps will drive improved quality of care by strengthening aged care provider governance, and improved oversight of 
home care which will ensure senior Australians and taxpayers are getting value for money.

It will provide additional financial assistance for residential care providers so they can improve care, whilst building the much needed 
workforce of the future to support Australians who want to age in their own homes.

Status: Underway

23 PPR

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to amend social security law to enable a cashless debit card to be rolled 
out nationally for social security recipients aged 35 years and under who receive Newstart Allowance, Youth Allowance (Job seeker), 
Parenting Payment (Single) or Parenting Payment (Partnered) to reduce the social harm caused by welfare-fuelled alcohol and 
drug abuse.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Cashless Debit Card will continue to support vulnerable people, families and communities following the passage in of legislation in 
December 2020 to maintain the program in existing sites.
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The Liberal and Nationals Government stewarded the Social Security (Administration) Amendment (Continuation of Cashless Welfare) 
Bill 2020, which guarantees the continuation of the Cashless Debit Card for a further two years and also allows Income Management 
participants on the BasicsCards in the Northern Territory and Cape York to move onto the program.

This was a positive step towards easing the social harm caused by problem alcohol, gambling and drug use and provides budgeting 
assistance and support in communities.

The continuation of the Cashless Debit Card program is in direct response to calls from community leaders who tell us that it is 
ensuring more money is being spent on essentials and supporting positive changes.

Through consultation, the Government identified that communities in the NT wanted to have the option to remain on the BasicsCard or 
chose to move on to the Cashless Debit Card.

The Government will continue work in partnership with communities and leaders to ensure place based wrap around support 
continues to be provided to participants throughout the sites.

The Cashless Debit Card operates in four sites – Ceduna region, SA, Bundaberg and Hervey Bay Queensland, the Goldfields region 
and East Kimberley in WA – where 80 per cent of welfare recipients’ payments are placed on to the card so cannot be spent on 
alcohol, gambling or withdraw as cash.

New participants in the NT and Cape York will continue to have the same proportion of their welfare payments quarantined as under 
their existing income management arrangements, which is generally 50 per cent.

Further information about the Cashless Debit Card is available on the Department of Social Services website.

Status: Delivered

24 PPR, WESTERN AUSTRALIA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to pursue increasing the welfare system to make it adequate in supporting 
Australians in meeting their basic needs and enabling dignified participation in a modern economy

Outcome: Amended / Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Australian Government seeks to improve the wellbeing of individuals and families in Australian communities with a responsible 
social security safety net.

The Government is enhancing our social security safety net by increasing support for unemployed Australians while strengthening their 
obligations to search for work.

Rates of payment for 1.95 million recipients of JobSeeker Payment, Youth Allowance, Austudy, Parenting Payment Single and 
Partnered, ABSTUDY (Living Allowance), Partner Allowance, Widow Allowance, Farm Household Allowance and Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs Education Scheme will increase by $50 per fortnight from 1 April 2021. 

For single recipients of Jobseeker Payment without children this will see current payment rate increase from $565.70 a fortnight to 
$620.80 a fortnight from 1 April, taking into account indexation on the 20th of March. Payments will continue to be indexed regularly. 
The Government will also permanently increase the income free area for JobSeeker and related payments to $150 per fortnight 
allowing recipients to keep more of what they earn while receiving income support from 1 April 2021.

In addition, the waiver of the Ordinary Waiting Period and expanded eligibility for those required to self-isolate will be extended for a 
further three months, until 30 June 2021.

Our emergency measures in response to COVID-19 have worked and our economic recovery is already underway. This means that we 
no longer need to rely on the temporarily and targeted supports which have sustained us during the past 12 months. 
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This is the single biggest year on year increase to the rate of unemployment benefits since 1986 increasing the rate by 9.7 per cent 
between 1 April 2020 and 1 April 2021. This is a $9 billion spend across the forward estimates, which equates to about a 10 per 
cent increase on the government’s typical annual spend on JobSeeker. During the pandemic we have stood side-by-side with all 
Australians and these new permanent arrangements continue to make good on that commitment to supporting Australians as they 
look for work.

By the end of March we will have injected around $33 billion through emergency payments into our welfare system since the start of 
the pandemic to support unemployed Australians. This includes the Coronavirus Supplement and four economic support payments, the 
last of which will start flowing to our pensioners from next week. We believe our plan for working age payments is fair and sustainable 
– for both unemployed people and the taxpayers who fund the support. 

It strikes the right balance between support for people and incentives to work.

Status: Underway

TRANSPORT & INFRASTRUCTURE

25 NEW SOUTH WALES

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to develop an aspirational nation building project to assess the potential 
of the harvesting of water from the Burdekin Dam in Queensland and redirect these waters south by canal, existing waterways, and 
pipelines terminating in the Murray River in NSW. 

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
Led by the Deputy Prime Minister and Leader of The Nationals, the Hon Michael McCormack MP, the Australian Government is getting 
on with the job of building new water infrastructure to meet the needs of regional Australia.

In the 2020-21 Budget, the Australian Government announced an additional $2 billion in funding under the National Water 
Infrastructure Development Fund, bringing the total commitment through the Fund to $3.5 billion.

This additional investment supports the Government’s commitment to a rolling ten-year water infrastructure investment program, 
which is being managed by a newly established Federal Government agency, the National Water Grid Authority (NWGA). The NWGA 
was promised by the Deputy Prime Minister in the 2019 Election Campaign and has been operational since October 2019.

The Government has already committed more than $1.5 billion to co fund the construction of more than 20 water infrastructure 
projects with a total construction value of more than $2.7 billion. The Government is also working with States and Territories to 
develop a forward pipeline of projects for investment through the remaining $1.8 billion in the Fund.

Our investments in these projects will provide water for regional Australia into the future and unlock the economic potential for new 
and expanded agriculture in regional Australia. We are already seeing results with seven construction projects now fully operational.

In addition to the water infrastructure investments under the Fund, the Government is providing $13 million for the construction of the 
Charleston Dam in QLD ($10 million through the National Stronger Regions Fund and $3 million through the Community Development 
Grants program), and investing $10 million in the Lindenow Valley Water Security Scheme in Victoria.

The Government is also providing more than $145 million from the Fund for more than 50 studies to help States get water 
infrastructure projects off the drawing board and shovels in the ground – 41 of these studies (around $60 million) are complete.

For more information on the Government’s investmenT, planning and funding the next generation of water infrastructure, please 
visit www.nationalwatergrid.gov.au

Status: Underway
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26 LIBERAL NATIONAL PARTY

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to establish a working committee with balanced industry and government 
expertise to review existing water security measures and infrastructure and recommend long term water security plans. 

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Deputy Prime Minister and Leader of The Nationals, the Hon Michael McCormack MP, established the National Water Grid Advisory 
Body, which will play a pivotal role in supporting rural and regional Australia by growing our agriculture sector, increasing water 
security and building resilience from drought and floods.

The eight-member advisory body, including the chair Chris Lynch, will offer a wealth of diverse expertise in fields including 
engineering, agriculture, economics, environmental and water sciences, infrastructure investment and stakeholder engagement.

The Advisory Body provides independent advice to the Australian Government on water infrastructure, using the world’s best science 
to support the work of the National Water Grid Authority. The Advisory Body has been established at a very important time for the 
nation, with drought still affecting regional Australia and communities still recovering from the effects of bushfires and the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Body’s advice will help inform the Government’s policy and investment decisions, assisting the delivery of the National 
Water Grid.

Having held their first meeting in August 2020, members are already undertaking important work, including with the CSIRO to review 
the viability of and possibilities around the Bradfield Scheme. The Advisory Body’s early priorities will include reviewing options around 
large-scale water harvesting and diversion schemes right across Australia. 

For more information on the Advisory Body and the Australian Government’s investment in planning and funding the next generation of 
water infrastructure to deliver the National Water Grid, visit www.nationalwatergrid.gov.au.

Status: Delivered

27 PPR

This Federal Council congratulates The Nationals in Government for delivering Australia’s largest ever infrastructure spend and 
establishing a $100 billion pipeline over the next 10 years, noting that around $32 billion of this funding will be spent in Regional 
Australia. This Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to work collaboratively with State, Territory, and Local governments to 
ensure this productive infrastructure investment is delivered to grow our economy and support regional communities who have been 
hit by drought. 

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Nationals in the Australian Government will continue supporting job-creating, economy-boosting infrastructure, as part of our 
Economic Recovery Plan for Australia, rebuilding our economy to secure Australia’s future.

The Government’s record $110 billion transport infrastructure program, around $33 billion of which is committed to projects in 
regional Australia and $3.5 billion rolling water infrastructure fund will support local jobs and businesses at the time it is needed most.

These investments will deliver on our economic plan for a stronger and more resilient Australia, boosting the economy, providing water 
security for regional and rural Australia, meeting our national freight challenge and getting Australians home sooner and safer.

This includes new and additional funding in the 2020-21 Budget for projects and initiatives, supporting over 30,000 direct and 
indirect jobs over the life of the projects, to get Australia back to work and back in business following the pandemic.

This Government is driving the delivery of major infrastructure projects as we map the economic road back from the pandemic, 
building the economy and providing certainty for business over the long term.
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We remain committed to the ongoing delivery of a record, $110 billion 10 year infrastructure investment program. Our significant 
investment will support Australia’s recovery, with projects currently under construction expected to support over 100,000 direct and 
indirect jobs over the life of the projects, at a time we need it most.

Status: Delivered

28 PPR

This Federal Council notes that The Nationals in Government are establishing the Commonwealth’s first authority dedicated to guiding 
policy and building much needed water infrastructure, including dam, pipelines, weirs and other projects that will provide for our 
nation’s future water security and drought-proofing needs. This Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to provide sufficient 
resources and funding to the National Water Grid so that it is able to evaluate, test and implement plans for nation building water 
projects that will see Regional Australia flourish into the future.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
As per measures outlined in answer to motion 25.

COMPETITION, CONSUMER & LEGAL AFFAIRS

29 NEW SOUTH WALES

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to:
a. provide long-term loan facilities with an interest rate of no more than 1.5 percent above the official interest rate from the 

Regional Investment Corporation Fund, and
b. establish a fund to adapt the current cropping Farm Income Protection fund model to grazing enterprises.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
a. The Regional Investment Corporation Loans for farm businesses are up to $2 million (farm businesses), with a repayment structure 
of interest only for the first five years, then principal and interest for the remainder of the 10 year terms. The current interest rate is 
1.77% and is reviewed each six months based on the sum of the administrative costs and the Commonwealth borrowing costs of 
providing loans. This concessional rate provides great benefits to farmers and small businesses (those small businesses affected by 
drought) and it is important that government does not crowd out the commercial lenders given the difference in interest rates already. 

b. Past consideration of agricultural income insurance products has shown there is no market failure (i.e. there are insurance products 
available) and government intervention is not warranted. Providing a subsidy for insurance premiums, either through a tax concession 
or cash rebate, to increase the adoption of insurance by Australian farmers is unlikely to be an effective way to improve the ability 
of farm businesses to manage risks using their own resources. This is also not a sustainable model, with overseas experiences 
including in the US for multi-peril crop insurance product, showing that ongoing subsidies are required for farmers to continue 
using such products and for insurance companies to keep offering them. The government is, instead, continuing to work on related 
issues, such as the data needed to underpin insurance products, through the Agricultural Data Integration Project. This will help bring 
together production, financial and climate information for all farms in Australia, which could have several applications in farm weather 
insurance markets

Status: Noted
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30 NORTHERN TERRITORY

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to grant companies engaged in bona fide primary production the same 
access to tax averaging and income equalisation deposit schemes as sole traders and partnerships.

Outcome: Withdrawn

31 NEW SOUTH WALES

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to broaden the eligibility of the Farm Management Deposit scheme  
to include companies and other entities with a turnover of up to $10 million and to increase the deposit limit from $800,000  
to $2 million. 

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
Farm Management Deposit accounts are an important tool to allow our farmers to manage fluctuations in income and to help get 
them through the tough times.

This government has made a number of changes to the FMD Scheme, such as doubling the previous cap to $800,000 and enabling 
banks to offset FMD accounts.

The government is responsible for ensuring a broad range of measures are available to support our farmers. The estimated cost of the 
FMD Scheme in 2017-18 exceeded $500 million (up from $370 million in the previous year).  Any further changes would need to be 
carefully balanced and considered against a range of existing and potential other business support measures, which are provided to 
our farmers. 

The FMD Scheme is currently under evaluation to ensure it is achieving its policy objectives and is being administered effectively, with 
the review due mid-2021. 

Status: Underway

32 NEW SOUTH WALES

That this Federal Council confirm to the Australian Electoral Commission that the constitutional structure of the National Party of 
Australia is and always has been comprised of political parties that are autonomous, independent, and self-governing and which 
choose to be affiliated with the Federal Council but which in doing so do not relinquish their autonomy and that any public funding 
entitlements under the Electoral Act 1918 (Cth) or other acts should adhere to this constitutional structure.

Outcome: Referred to FMC 

33 NEW SOUTH WALES, VICTORIA

That this Federal Council notes the price of fuel at service stations is subject to large and unpredictable swings and calls on the 
Federal Government to conduct an inquiry into the disparity of retail petrol prices between regional and rural areas compared to 
city prices.

Outcome: Carried
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34 NEW SOUTH WALES

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to establish a Royal Commission to examine allegations of misuse of  
market power, unconscionable conduct, and the use of unfair contract terms by the three large supermarket chains Woolworths, 
Coles, and Aldi.  

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to establish a Royal Commission to examine allegations of misuse of market 
power, unconscionable conduct, and the use of unfair contract terms by the three large supermarket chains Woolworths, Coles, 
and Aldi.

•   We have recently had the ACCC look at perishable agricultural supply chains, and they did not recommend or find conduct that 
would suggest the need for a Royal Commission.

•   The Government has worked closely with stakeholders to strengthen the Food and Grocery Code of Conduct to help support a 
competitive and sustainable grocery industry.

•   ALDI, Coles, Woolworths and now Metcash are signatories to the Food and Grocery Code of Conduct (the Code).

•   The Code has been in place since February 2015, following suppliers’ concerns about some behaviour by retailers and wholesalers 
at that time. On 3 October 2020, the Code was amended to improve its operation, including new dispute resolution processes for 
suppliers. 

•   The Liberal Nationals Government has appointed the Hon Nick Minchin AO as the Independent Reviewer under the Food and 
Grocery Code for a three-year period.

Status: Underway

35 WOMEN’S FEDERAL COUNCIL

That this Federal Council urges the Federal Government to establish an independent national justice reinvestment (JR) body, consistent 
with the recommendations from the Australian Law Reform Commission’s report Pathways to Justice - An Inquiry into the Rates of 
Incarceration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples (2017).

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Liberal Nationals Government is committed to working with the states and territories, who have responsibility for their justice 
systems, and communities, through initiatives such as the National Agreement on Closing the Gap (the National Agreement).

The Federal Government is also committed to continuing to work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, as well as 
states and territories, on matters consistent with the ALRC report’s recommendations. For example, the establishment of Custody 
Notification Services (CNS) was a recommendation of this report. Reports such as the ALRC’s will be considered through the 
implementation of the National Agreement

In 2019-20, the Federal Government provided $260 million and has committed $266.7 million in 2020-21 in funding for a range of 
activities to complement efforts by states and territories to improve justice and community safety outcomes for Indigenous Australians 
through the Indigenous Advancement Strategy (IAS) Safety and Wellbeing Program.

Status: Underway
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36 LIBERAL NATIONAL PARTY

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to recommend to the Australian Electoral Commission that the length of 
time for pre-polling be reduced to two weeks and consideration be given to a reduction of the number of pre-poll booth locations 
within electorates.

Outcome: Amended / Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
In recent years, successful reforms to the electoral system for federal elections have followed work conducted by the Joint Standing 
Committee on Electoral Matters (JSCEM). JSCEM is currently reviewing the conduct of the 2019 Federal election and is considering 
opportunities to improve the electoral system. The length of the prepoll period is a particular issue that has emerged, where there 
is concern about the length of this period. There is general support for a shorter period, but different views on how long a truncated 
period should be. The Government is very interested in considering the JSCEM recommendations when that report is finalised.

In relation to the conduct of State and Local Government elections, the Commonwealth Parliament does not have the power to set the 
relevant rules. However it is possible that a considered decision at Federal level will inform debate in State Parliaments, in relation to 
their respective prepoll processes.

Status: Underway

37 PPR

That this Federal Council calls for a change in the allocation of Senators from 12 per state to two per six regions within a state. No 
region can be larger than 30% of the size of a state nor will any urban basin be allocated more than one region.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Government notes the recommendation by the Federal National Party Conference with respect to the allocation of senators within 
states. 

The Parliament’s Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters considered this matter, subsequent to this motion, as part of the 
review into the 2019 federal election. The report highlighted the importance of Australians from all parts of the country having a voice 
not only in the House of Representatives, but also in the Senate. (See 8.48 – 8.53 Report on the conduct of the 2019 federal election 
and matters related thereto).

The Government welcomes that many Coalition senators (all Nationals and nine Liberals) have opted to locate their offices outside 
capital cities where one third of Australians live. Unlike Labor, the Greens and One Nation, the Coalition is proud to stand up and 
represent the interests of regional communities and regional Australians.

Status: Noted

38 FEDERAL YOUNG NATIONALS

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to amend the Electoral Act 1918 and Referendum (Machinery Provisions) 
Act 1984 to require all electors to show an acceptable form of identification when casting their ballot at a Federal Election 
or Referendum.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Government is committed to strengthening the integrity of our electoral system. Reforms to mandate voter identification would 
require legislative amendment and appear unlikely to attract support in the Senate. 
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As part of the 2020-21 Budget, the Government provided the AEC with additional funding to further modernise the Australian electoral 
system, providing further safeguards to protect the integrity of federal elections and improving services to Australian voters.  The 
rollout of new technology will also catch out instances of multiple-voting in federal elections. The continued rollout of Electronic 
Certified Lists (ECLs) allows polling booths across the country to communicate in real-time, ensuring voters marked off the roll in 
one area are prevented from voting again elsewhere. This is being achieved administratively, without the need for legislative change. 
Australia is fortunate as a democratic nation to experience few instances of voter fraud, and the investment in technology is designed 
to keep it that way. We continue to review measures on how best to ensure the integrity of voting, so Australians can continue to have 
unwavering trust in their federal elections. 

Status: Noted

39 PPR

That this Federal Council 
a. supports a policy of ‘reverse redlining’ whereby insurance providers are required to maintain a minimum percentage of policy 

holders in areas considered to be significantly disaster prone; and
b. calls on the Federal Government to work with insurance companies to achieve this outcome through voluntary targets in the 

first instance, and through mandatory targets if this is not successful; and 
c. calls on the Federal Government to take any other reasonable measure that will lower the burden of insurance premiums in 

significantly disaster prone areas, including but not limited to a government-backed reinsurance scheme, additional direct 
financial assistance for household mitigation works, and leadership via COAG to remove stamp duty on insurance transactions 

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Government committed to supporting measurable reductions in insurance premiums and increased coverage and is prepared to 
do its bit to support northern Australian communities.

The Government is not waiting to act:  

1.  $10 million for Phase 2 of the Household Resilience Program in Queensland to protect Australian communities, support local 
jobs, and put downward pressure on insurance premiums.

2.  Announced the establishment of a $50 million National Flood Mitigation Infrastructure Fund in December 2020 to help 
Australian communities to better prepare for extreme weather events and flooding. 

3.  Aligning with recommendations of the Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster Arrangements, the National Disaster 
Risk Reduction Framework, and findings of the State of the Climate Report 2020.

4.  Already taken action on a key recommendation of the ACCC’s inquiry, having extended unfair contract term protections to 
insurance contracts as part of the response to the Financial Services Royal Commission.

5.  Additional funding was also provided in the 2020-21 MYEFO to continue administering the Northern Australia Insurance 
Comparison Website, helping residents compare home insurance policies.

Status: Underway
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40 PPR

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to reintroduce legislation that would end the practice of “lawfare,” ensuring 
only those people directly affected by a development have the legal standing under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 to challenge ministerial decisions in courts, and not people who live thousands of kilometres away from that 
development.  

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
Last year the Government received the 10-yearly statutory review of the EPBC Act by Professor Graeme Samuel. The Government 
is currently progressing through the review’s recommendations, starting with legislation already introduced to Parliament. Issues 
concerning perceived ‘lawfare’ will be considered in due course.

Status: Underway

41 PPR

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to remove the tax-deductible status of any environmental group that:
a. has advocated for breaking the law, or organised activities where the law has been broken; and
b. is involved in political activity (e.g. if they distribute material that in any way indicates preference for or against a political 

candidate or party)

Outcome: Amended / Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
1.  The Government is strengthening the governance standards that apply to registered charities to ensure charities do not 

undertake or support unlawful behaviour. 

2.  Australians subsidise charities through tax concessions, including deductible gift recipient status, with the expectation that 
donated money goes to charitable works, not the promotion of and participation in criminal activities. 

3.  At present the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commissioner (ACNC) has enforcement powers to revoke an 
organisation’s charity status. Under current rules, charities are prohibited from engaging in conduct that may be dealt with 
either as an indictable offence under Australian law.

4.  The reforms ensure charities are prohibited from engaging in or promoting offences including theft, vandalism, trespass or 
assault and threatening behaviour.

5. The Government notes that the ACNC revoked the charity registration of Aussie Farms Inc, effective 18 November 2019.

Status: Underway
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42 PPR

That this Federal Council notes the recent spate of illegal actions and disruptive tactics by environmental activists and calls on the 
Federal Government to:
a. outlaw the use of a carriage service to transmit material inciting another person to trespass or block access to a lawful place 

of business, road, or railway, or to unlawfully damage, destroy or steal property belonging to a lawful business;
b. outlaw any action or threat of action intended to advance a political cause by coercing or intimidating a government, lawful 

business, or the wider public, including by disrupting roadways, railways, or port infrastructure

Outcome: Amended / Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
a.  The Government passed the Criminal Code Amendment (Agricultural Protection) Bill 2019 on 12 September 2019. The bill 

amends the Criminal Code to introduce two new offences in relation to the incitement of trespass or property offences on 
agricultural land.

b.  The process is ongoing, potential legislative reforms are still being considered by Government.

Status: Underway

43 PPR

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to amend the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (Cth), such that when 
prohibited conduct is found by the ACCC to have occurred in any Australian market, appropriate action may be taken in an escalating 
manner, including: 
a. ACCC issued warning notices and infringement notices; and
b. court ordered civil penalties up to a maximum of $10 million, three times the total benefit attributable to the misconduct, or 

ten percent of the turnover of the corporation in the 12 months before the conduct occurs; and
c. on the recommendation of the Competition and Consumer Commissioner, the Commonwealth Treasurer may apply to the 

Federal Court for Divestiture Orders relating to misconduct in any market.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The ACCC can use a range of compliance and enforcement tools to encourage compliance with the Competition and Consumer Act 
2010. These tools include public warning notices, infringement notices, enforceable undertakings, and litigation which may result in 
the court imposing significant pecuniary penalties.

Status: Noted
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ENERGY & RESOURCES

44 PPR, NEW SOUTH WALES, FEDERAL YOUNG NATIONALS

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to conduct an immediate review of the Federal Environment and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act and other relevant legislation to encourage debate and development of a nuclear fuel, technology, and power 
industry in Australia.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Government recognises that Nuclear power is a mature technology, generating virtually no greenhouse gas emissions. It is 
a reliable source of energy in many countries around the world and as Australia works towards further emissions reductions, all 
technology including Nuclear should be on the table. This is why the Technology Investment Roadmap identified advanced Small 
Modular Reactors as a ‘watching brief technology’. This means the Government will continue to monitor developments overseas and 
ensure Australian households and businesses are able to exercise choice and adopt the latest technologies, where it makes sense for 
them to do so.

The Government has also conducted an independent review into the operation of the EPBC Act, including as to the extent to which the 
objects of the Act have been achieved, which is currently before the Government for consideration.

Status: Underway

45 VICTORIA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to increase national strategic fuel reserves by purchasing additional public 
reserves or by mandating the stockpiling of fuel by private enterprise well beyond current levels. 

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
Boosting Australia’s long-term fuel security is a key component of the Government’s plan.  The comprehensive fuel security package 
will create 1000 new jobs and increase the amount of diesel we keep onshore. This will help to protect workers in fuel-dependent 
industries, such as farmers, truckers, miners and tradies. It will also enhance Australia’s national security and keep fuel prices for 
consumers among the lowest in the OECD. 

The Government has committed $334.2 million to secure Australia’s domestic liquid fuel stocks. Our plan has three key elements:   

1.  Creating a minimum onshore stockholding obligation to safeguard key transport fuels, including increasing diesel stocks held 
onshore by 40 per cent. 

2. Investing $200 million through a competitive grants program to build new domestic diesel storage  

3.  Backing local refining sector through a production payment in recognition of the fuel security benefits that refineries provide 
Australia. 

The Government has already accelerated the production payment to the start of this year. This builds on the action already taken to 
boost Australia’s fuel security - taking advantage of record low global oil prices to purchase Australia’s first Government-owned crude 
oil stocks for domestic security.

Status: Underway
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SMALL BUSINESS & REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

46 NEW SOUTH WALES

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to make available waiting list reduction incentives for migrants who choose 
to live in Regional Australia.

Outcome: Amended / Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Government is committed to supporting regional areas during the COVID-19 pandemic. See information below regarding visa 
programs to attract migrants to help strengthen our economy and boost our regional areas.

In November 2019, the Government announced changes to the immigration program to strengthen our economy and boost regional 
areas. Australia’s regional migration program consists of:

• 2 skilled regional provisional visas that provide a pathway to permanent residence

• a skilled regional permanent resident visa (from November 2022)

• additional points under the Skilled Migration Points Test for skilled migrants nominated to live and work in regional Australia

• more options for international students who graduate from regional universities

The Australian Government works closely with state, territory and local governments, and local communities, to attract migrants to 
regional areas. Skilled migrants settling in regional Australia have a diverse range of available occupations to match their experience, 
skills and qualifications.

Status: Underway

47 NEW SOUTH WALES

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to investigate a program that allows small and micro business owners to 
put tax-free money into a deposit account in a profitable year, in order to withdraw that money in a year that they take parental leave 
from the business, and hence the business makes less profit. 

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Liberals & Nationals Government has delivered lower taxes for hard working Australians, including our seven-year personal 
income tax plan with three stages:

Stage 1: for 2018-19, delivering immediate relief of up to $1080 for more than 10 million Australians

Stage 2:  from 2022-23 protecting against bracket creep by  
Increasing the top threshold of the 19 per cent tax bracket from $37,000 to $45,000; 
Increasing the low income tax offset from $445 to $700; and 
Increasing the top threshold of the 32.5 per cent tax bracket from $90,000 to $120,000

Stage 3:  from 2024-25 simplifying the tax system by abolishing the 37 per cent tax bracket entirely and reducing the 32.5 per cent 
rate to 30 per cent.

These changes will mean 94 per cent of Australians pay no more than 30 cents in the dollar on every extra dollar they earn by 2024-
25 (currently 63 per cent). The Government’s $302 billion in tax cuts are the biggest in more than a decade - when fully implemented, 
around 13.3 million taxpayers will pay lower taxes.
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The Government has also introduced additional instant write-off measures for eligible businesses with an aggregated turnover under 
$5 billion, which will get an immediate tax deduction for the full cost of new eligible depreciable assets acquired, start to use or 
installed ready for use between 6 October 2020 and 30 June 2022.

For small and medium sized businesses (with aggregated turnover under $50 million), full expensing also applies to eligible second-
hand assets.

Status: Noted

48 WOMEN’S FEDERAL COUNCIL

That this Federal Council calls on State and Federal Governments to investigate and implement initiatives to help rural communities 
establish community business models as outlined in the 2016 Senate Report on Cooperatives and Mutuals. 

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
The Australian Government has pursued changes to the Corporations Act to introduce a definition of a mutual entity, remove the 
uncertainty for transferring financial institutions and friendly societies in respect of the demutualisation provisions in Part 5 of 
Schedule 4 of the Act and expressly permit mutual entities registered under the Act to issue equity capital without risking mutual 
structure or status.

Status: Underway

URGENCY MOTION  VICTORIA

That this Federal Council notes the dire circumstances facing irrigators in Victoria and Southern NSW and strongly opposes the 
recovery of the Murray Darling Basin Plan’s 450GL of upwater.  

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
That this Federal Council notes the dire circumstances facing irrigators in Victoria and Southern NSW and strongly opposes the 
recovery of the Murray Darling Basin Plan’s 450GL of upwater.

The Morrison McCormack Coalition Government acknowledges the difficulties and challenges facing irrigators in Victorian and 
Southern NSW and the pain and sacrifices these communities have made in implementing the Murray Darling Basin Plan. In particular, 
we understand the impacts water buybacks, limited water availability and associated high prices have had on farmers and their 
communities. 

This is why we announced that there will be no more buy backs or clawing back of productive on-farm job creating water. This is 
why the Government has scrapped the failed on-farm Water Efficiency Program and instead invested $1.48 billion in off-farm water 
infrastructure investments such as lining irrigation channels to prevent water losses.

The Government is working with the States and Territory Governments to deliver the Murray Darling Basin Plan, but not at the expense 
of farmers or their communities.

Status: Underway
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URGENCY MOTION VICTORIA

That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to direct the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder to trade 300GL of 
water for immediate use by drought impacted communities in Victoria and NSW to ensure critical food production and manufacturing 
businesses remain viable.

Outcome: Carried

FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY TEAM RESPONSE: 
That this Federal Council calls on the Federal Government to direct the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder to trade 300GL of 
water for immediate use by drought impacted communities in Victoria and NSW to ensure critical food production and manufacturing 
businesses remain viable.

The Morrison McCormack Coalition Government acknowledges the challenges faced by irrigators in Victoria and Southern NSW and 
the pain the drought has had on local job creating food producers and manufacturing businesses. 

The Government understands the impacts of water buybacks, limited water availability and associated high water prices have had on 
farmers and their communities, and in local communities.

This is why we announced that there will be no more water buy backs and clawing back of productive on-farm job creating water. This 
is why the Government has scrapped the failed on-farm Water Efficiency Program and instead invested $1.48 billion in off-farm water 
infrastructure investments such as lining irrigation channels to prevent water losses.

This is why the Nationals in Government have delivered more than $10 billion in support to drought affected farmers and their 
communities across the Murray.

Under current arrangements, the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder is an independent statutory position and cannot be 
directed to trade water allocations. The Morrison McCormack Coalition Government will continue to monitor these arrangements to 
ensure their appropriateness.

Status: Underway


